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ABSTRACT 



This paper presents data from the 2001 National School 
Climate Survey on school-related experiences of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender (LGBT) students. LGBT students described experiences of 
homophobic remarks; verbal, physical, and sexual harassment; and comfort 
within their schools. They described experiences with racial and sexual 
harassment and feeling unsafe because of sexual orientation, gender 
expression, religion, or disability and discussed school-based resources and 
supports. For many respondents, schools were an unsafe and dangerous place 
where homophobic remarks could frequently be heard, often by faculty and 
staff. Most respondents reported being verbally harassed because of their 
sexual orientation or gender expression. A large number reported experiencing 
incidents of physical harassment, physical assault, and sexual harassment. 
Transgender students reported feeling particularly vulnerable because of 
their gender expression. Certain schools provided resources to improve LGBT 
students' quality of life. Many schools had gay-straight alliances, and LGBT 
people, history, and events were mentioned in classroom curricula. 
Nevertheless, the number of youth reporting acts of harassment and 
victimization far outweighed the number of youth reporting such resources. 
Results underscored the importance of asking youth about their experiences 
with all forms of prejudice. (Contains 68 figures and 2 tables.) (SM) 
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PREFACE 



ERIC 



It's likely that members of many school communities might tell you 
that anti-gay harassment is not a problem. They might say that 
there aren't LGBT students in their schools. They might argue that 
being called names is a normal part of adolescence. They might say 
that their own children haven't said anything about the problem, or 
that phrases like u that's so gay" can't hurt. 

But these perceptions couldn't be more untrue. As the 
nearly 1,000 students from 48 states who took The National School 
Climate Survey told us when we revisited the study this year. They 
told us that their experiences were full of hurtful remarks: that 84% 
of them had heard anti-gay comments like " faggot " or “dyke” 
frequently or often; that over 90% of them had heard the phrase 
" that's so gay. ” And the experience can be exacerbated for young 
women and youth of color, who also experienced pervasive racism 
and sexism during their school days. 

And they told us that this harassment and the overt violence that 
all too often accompanies it takes a toll on their ability to be a full 
participant in school life . Many fear for their safety Some have 
skipped class, or entire days of school, because of it. However ; if 
young people had in-school supports — such as gay-straight 
alliances or supportive teachers — the situation brightens 
dramatically. 

GLSEN's National School Climate Sui'vey is the only nationally 
represented study of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
students' experiences in school. While we have learned much about 
school climate for those students , there 

is much left to learn. And there is much work to do to ensure that, 
for LGBT and all students, experiences like the ones documented 
here become the exception, not the rule. 




Sincerely, 



Kevin Jennings 
Executive Director 
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